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PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMENCEMENT. 

The  Eighty-Fourth  Commencement  was  well  at- 
tended by  alumni  and  former  students,  all  of  whom 
expressed  enthusiasm  for  the  present  condition  of  the 
College.  The  first  exercise  of  the  week  was  the  Sunday 
morning  Sermon  at  Trinity  Church  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
William  Otis  Waters,  '84,  Rector  of  Grace  Church, 
Chicago.  On  Sunday  evening  the  Baccalaureate  Sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  William  D.  W^alker,  D.  D., 
LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  Bishop  of  Western  New  York. 

The  Dedication  of  Williams  Hall,  the  new  gymnas- 
ium, took  place  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  The  interior  of 
the  building  had  been  tastefully  decorated  with  ferns  and 
greens  in  preparation  for  the  Sigma  Phi  Fraternity  ball 
to  be  held  there  in  the  evening.  At  the  time  of  the 
opening  of  the  services  about  three  hundred  persons,  in- 
cluding a  large  number  of  alumni,  friends,  and  students 
of  the  college  were  present.  The  program  was  begun  by 
the  singing  of  the  "Alma  Mater"  by  the  student  body, 
grouped  in  one  corner  of  the  room.  Dr.  Stewardson, 
presiding  at  the  meeting,  then  made  a  short  address  in 
which  he  rapidly  reviewed  the  work  that  had  been  done 
in  procuring  a  gymnasium  for  Hobart  College.  He 
outlined  briefly  the  great  need  of  a  gymnasium  at 
Hobart,  and  pointed  out  a  few  of  its  chief  advantages 
in  developing  the  physical  man  in  connection  with  the 
intellectual.  Following  this  he  heartily  extended  thanks 
to  the  chief  benefactor  of  the  new  gymnasium,  Mrs. 
Thomas  J.  Emery,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  who  contributed 
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$38,500  for  the  erection  of  the  new  building.  He 
announced  that  Mrs.  Emery  had  been  invited  to  attend 
the  exercises  but  being  unable  to  come,  had  sent  her 
nephew  Richard  H.  Williams  of  New  York  City  to 
represent  her.  Dr.  Stewardson  then  introduced  Mr. 
Williams.  The  latter  in  a  few  well  chosen  words  briefly 
stated  Mrs.  Emery's  pleasure  in  being  able  to  assist 
Hobart  College  in  the  erection  of  a  gymnasium  and 
extended  to  the  College  her  best  wishes  for  the  future. 
Dr.  Stewardson  then  read  a  list  of  the  other  benefactors 
who  had  contributed  to  the  gymnasium  fund. 

The  second  "Alma  Mater"  song  was  then  sung  by  the 
assembled  students,  after  which  Dr.  Stewardson,  stating 
that  the  dedication  services  would  not  be  complete 
without  first  seeing  how  the  students  felt  about  the 
matter,  introducing  Guy  S.  Houghton,  a  member  of  the 
graduating  class,  to  address  the  meeting  in  behalf  of  the 
students.  Mr.  Houghton,  in  a  short  address,  stated  the 
enthusiasm  and  gratitude  felt  by  the  undergraduate  body, 
and  briefly  pointed  out  the  chief  advantages  of  a  gym- 
nasium, predicting  that  it  would  be  a  great  factor  in  bring- 
ing students  to  Hobart. 

At  the  close  of  the  service  all  rose  and  rendered  the 
Doxology,  at  the  request  of  President  Stewardson. 

From  the  dedication  services  the  guests  and  alumni 
repaired  to  William  Smith  campus,  where  a  lawn  party 
was  held.  Tables  were  spread  under  the  trees  on  the 
lawn  of  Blackwell  House  and  a  light  luncheon  served  by 
the  students  of  William  Smith  College. 

The  Commencement  Day  Exercises  took  place  on 
Wednesday,  June  16th.  The  Salutatory  Oration  was 
pronounced  by  Leo  Tolstoi  Wilcox  after  which  Lawrence 
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Prescott  Van  Slyke  delivered  an  oration  on  "The  Train- 
ing of  the  Minister."  The  Phi  Beta  Kappa  orator  for  the 
day  was  Professor  Dickinson  Sergeant  Miller,  Ph.D.,  of 
Columbia  University.  He  took  as  his  subject  "The 
Practical  Man."  It  was  hoped  that  the  address  could 
be  published  in  this  bulletin  but  it  has  been  impossible  to 
secure  the  manuscript.  Following  this  the  Prizes  were 
announced  and  the  degrees  conferred  upon  the  graduat- 
ing class.  The  recipients  of  Honorary  Degrees  were 
then  individually  presented  to  the  President  by  Professor 
Silver  in  the  following  words : 

"For  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  I  present  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Wheelock  Moulton,  Rector  of  Grace  Chruch, 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  of  this  College  in  the 
class  of  1897,  who,  although  engrossed  in  the  arduous 
duties  of  an  active  ministry  has  established  a  claim  to 
serious  scholarship  by  his  advanced  work  in  English  and 
History." 

"For  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  I 
present  Edward  Hagaman  Hall  of  New  York  City,  an 
Honorary  Master  of  Arts  of  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York.  Mr.  Hall's  varied  activities  as  a  former 
newspaper  editor,  as  a  member  and  officer  of  various 
patriotic  societies,  as  an  ardent  champion  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Adirondacks  and  the  preservation  of  famous 
sites  and  scenes  of  American  history  and  his  authorship 
of  numerous  articles  and  monographs  on  subjects  relat- 
ing to  American  history,  archaeology  and  national 
scenery  have  won  for  him  distinguished  recognition  as  a 
man  of  letters  and  of  public  spirit.  His  many  lectures, 
of  some  of  which  many  of  us  preserve  pleasant  recollec- 
tions have  instructed,  entertained  and  awakened  a 
patriotic  pride  in  the  persons  and  places  of  our  national 
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history  and  together  with  his  other  attainments  in 
journalism  and  historical  literature  have  amply  won  for 
him  the  honor  which  this  College  this  day  confers  upon 
him." 

'Tor  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science,  I  have  the  honor 
to  present  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  orator  of  this  day,  the 
Rev.  Dickinson  Sergeant  Miller,  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
of  Harvard  University,  Doctor  of  Philosophy  of  the 
University  of  Halle,  formerly  Instructor  in  Philosophy 
in  Harvard  University,  Professor  of  Philosophy  and 
Psychology  in  Columbia  University.  Dr.  Miller  has 
contributed  various  articles  to  scientific  and  philosophi- 
cal journals  and  is  well  known  in  the  philosophical  world 
as  a  profound  student,  a  master  of  English,  and  a  man 
of  culture  in  its  best  and  broadest  sense.  The  College  is 
especially  pleased  to  honor  with  this  degree  him,  who, 
besides  possessing  these  various  qualifications  is  at  the 
same  time  the  great  grandson  of  her  founder,  Bishop 
Hobart." 

"For  the  same  degree,  Doctor  of  Science,  I  present  to 
you,  Edmund  Clark  Sanford,  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  California  in  the  class  of  1883,  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  in  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  1888,  later 
Instructor  of  Psychology  in  the  same  University,  after- 
wards assistant  professor  and  now  for  some  time  full 
professor  of  experimental  and  comparative  Psychology  in 
Clark  University.  Dr.  Sanford's  many  papers  on 
psychological  subjects  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Psychology,  of  which  he  has  for  several  years  been  a 
joint  editor,  and  his  book  on  Experimental  Psychology 
show  him  to  be  a  man  of  profound  knowledge,  a  master 
of  exposition  and  one  of  the  foremost  experimenters  in 
Psychology  in  this  country.      In  conferring  this  degree 
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upon  him  today  in  recognition  of  his  eminent  scientific 
attainments  it  is  fitting  to  hope  that  a  long  future  lies 
before  him  and  that  his  further  investigations  may  yet 
reveal  to  the  world  a  fuller  understanding  of  the  human 
soul." 

"For  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Sacred  Theology,  I  have 
the  honor  to  present  the  Rev.  Charles  Sumner  Burch, 
Bachelor  of  Arts  of  Michigan  University  in  the  class  of 
1875,  Honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  of  St.  John's  College, 
Annapolis,  Maryland,  Rector  of  St.  Andrew's  Church, 
Richmond,  Staten  Island,  and  Archdeacon  of  Richmond. 
For  some  years  the  able  editor  of  a  great  daily  newspaper 
in  the  Middle  West,  more  recently  a  forceful  and  eloquent 
preacher  and  author  of  scholarly  attainments,  Dr. 
Burch  has  always  been  a  man  of  fine  gifts  and  noble 
personality,  whose  influence  has  been  active  both  within 
and  without  the  church.  Capable,  talented  and  scholarly 
he  occupies  today  a  foremost  place  among  the  leading 
clergy  of  the  great  metropolitan  diocese.  In  adding  his 
worthy  name  to  her  list  of  honorary  alumni,  Hobart  is 
conferring  an  honor  upon  herself. " 

"For  the  same  degree,  Doctor  of  Sacred  Theology,  I 
present  the  Rev.  William  Otis  Waters,  Rector  of 
Grace  Church,  Chicago,  this  year's  Preacher  before  the 
Religious  Societies  of  the  College,  Bachelor  of  Arts  of 
Hobart  College  in  the  class  of  1884  and  Master  of  Arts  of 
the  same  in  1896.  Called  to  the  rectorship  of  a  tradi- 
tionally aristocratic  downtown  church  that  seemed 
doomed  to  extinction  by  the  removal  of  its  well-to-do 
parishioners,  Mr.  Waters  has  raised  for  it  a  large  en- 
dowment and  turned  it  into  an  institutional  people's 
church,  preaching  righteousness  and  justice,  improved 
social  conditions  and  true  Christian  democracy  among 
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the  hordes  of  people  that  live  in  its  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. His  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  the  moral  and 
social  conditions  of  the  people  have  led  him  far  outside 
of  the  boundaries  of  his  parish  and  made  him  active  in 
movements  for  the  general  good  of  the  city.  As  a 
scholarly  writer,  a  forceful  preacher,  an  able  administra- 
tor, a  noble  citizen,  his  Alma  Mater  is  pleased  to  crown 
him  with  this  mark  of  favor." 

"Finally,  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  to  you  the  Hon.  Arthur  Patrick 
Rose,  Bachelor  of  Arts  of  this  College  in  the  class  of  1862, 
Master  of  Arts  of  the  same  in  1865  and  one  of  her  most 
distinguished  sons,  now  serving  for  the  second  time  as 
Mayor  of  Geneva.  Mr.  Rose's  long,  constant  and  active 
interest  in  the  College,  his  services  for  many  years  upon 
her  Board  of  Trustees  and  his  frequent  gifts  to  the 
College  Library  surely  deserve  some  recognition  from  his 
Alma  Mater.  This  honor  comes  to  him,  however,  because 
of  his  interest  in  sound  learning,  of  his  repute  as  a  lawyer, 
his  devotion  to  the  public  welfare  and  close  association 
with  all  city  interests,  his  championship  of  all  reform 
movements  and  his  honest,  wise  and  beneficent  adminis- 
tration of  the  City's  affairs.  By  his  high  ideals  of  public 
and  private  life,  his  life-long  devotion  to  its  charitable 
organizations,  his  championship  of  all  good  public 
causes  and  his  long  leadership  of  its  affairs  he  has  earned 
the  title  of  the  first  citizen  of  Geneva.  His  scholarly 
interests  and  his  public  spirit  bear  honor  to  his  Alma 
Mater  who  this  day  honors  him." 

The  Alumni  Dinner  was  held  in  Coxe  Hall;  over  200 
were  served  and  all  gave  evidence  of  their  enthusiasm 
and    loyalty.     The   hall   had   been   tastefully   decorated 
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for  the  occasion  with  Hobart  banners,  flags  and  bunting 
and  presented  a  very  attractive  appearance.  Mull's 
Orchestra,  concealed  behind  a  bank  of  ferns  on  the  stage, 
rendered  music  during  the  progress  of  the  dinner,  playing 
songs  and  pieces  in  which  a  great  number  of  the  diners 
frequently  joined.  During  the  progress  of  the  dinner, 
many  of  the  older  classes  emphasized  the  fact  that  they 
were  there  by  spiritedly  giving  their  class  yells. 

After  the  dinner  had  been  served,  speech-making  was 
heard  from  1  o'clock  until  5  in  the  afternoon,  Rev.  Lewis 
Halsey  of  Clyde  acting  as  toastmaster.  There  was  an 
enthusiasm  and  vim  in  the  proceedings,  a  spirit  of  loyalty 
to  the  college  and  a  display  of  warm  good  fellowship 
and  a  breath  of  optimism  for  the  future  that  warmed  the 
heart  of  every  alumnus  present.  Many  topics  affecting 
the  college  were  discussed  at  length,  and  policies  were 
outlined  by  the  numerous  speakers  of  the  afternoon, 
representing  classes  as  far  back  as  fifty  years  ago  and 
down  to  the  present  time. 

The  tables  were  arranged  in  four  long  tiers  extending 
the  whole  length  of  the  room,  with  the  speakers'  table 
extending  across  the  hall  at  right  angles  to  the  others. 
Among  those  at  the  speakers'  table  were:  Toastmaster, 
Rev.  Lewis  Halsey,  President  Stewardson,  William 
Smith,  the  benefactor  of  the  college;  Prof.  C.  D.  Vail, 
librarian  of  the  college,  whose  career  of  service  extending 
over  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  was  severed  at  this 
Commencement  by  his  resignation;  Rev.  William  O. 
Waters,  S.T.D.,  of  Chicago;  Dr.  C.  N.  Hewitt,  of  Red 
Wing,  Minn. ;  Prof.  Dickinson  Sergeant  Miller,  professor 
of  philosophy,  at  Columbia  University,  who  delivered 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  oration  at  the  Opera  House  in  the 
morning;  Prof.  Edmund  C.  Sanford,  of  Clark  University, 
and  Henry  Pegram,  '89,  of  New  York  City. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Halsey,  as  toastmaster,  read  parts  of  letters 
from  the  presidents  of  alumni  associations  at  Rochester, 
Buffalo,  New  York  and  Chicago,  sending  greetings  to 
the  alumni  present  and  expressing  sorrow  for  non- 
attendance  of  many  members.  In  introducing  Dr. 
Stewardson,  the  first  speaker  of  the  afternoon,  the  toast- 
master  said :  ''Gentlemen  and  alumni  of  Hobart  College : 
We  can  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  progress  and 
prosperity  of  Hobart  College  during  the  past  year; 
on  the  advance  in  the  past,  the  prosperity  of  today 
and  her  prospects  for  the  future  under  her  efficient 
President,  Dr.  Stewardson,  whom  I  now  have  the  pleasure 
introducing." 

Amidst  a  burst  of  applause  and  yells  for  "Prexie" 
Dr.  Stewardson  arose.  He  said  in  part:  "Gentlemen 
of  the  alumni  and  guests :  In  accordance  with  an  ancient 
custom  I  will  preface  what  I  have  to  say  in  reading  to  you 
a  detailed  list  of  the  gifts  that  have  been  received  by  the 
college  during  the  past  year.    These  have  been  as  follows: 

"From  William  Smith,  of  Geneva,  three  collections, 
one  of  shells,  another  of  corals,  and  a  third  of  stuffed 
birds.  All  of  these  were  arranged  in  cases,  and  have 
been  placed  in  Smith  Hall. 

"From  Dr.  Andrew  H.  Smith,  archeological  curios 
including  Indian  stone  implements  and  32  volumes  on 
archeology.  These  collections,  also  enclosed  in  cases, 
have  been  placed  in  Smith  Hall. 

"From  Miss  Anne  Fitzhugh  Miller,  a  check  for  $2,000, 
as  the  first  scholarship  fund  in  William  Smith  College. 

"From  William  Alexander  Smith,  a  great  nephew  of 
Bishop  Hobart,  Si, 000  for  the  endowment  fund. 

"i;rom  contributors  to  the  alumni  fund  a  sum  bringing 
the  total  for  the  year  to  $3,057.00. 
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"From  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Emery,  a  check  for  $13,500  to 
complete  the  gymnasium. 

"From  the  treasurer  of  the  class  of  1859  the  assurance 
of $100. 

"From  John,  William  and  Eveline  Walker,  children  of 
our  late  trustee,  $5,000  toward  the  endowment  fund. 

The  speaker  then  continued,  "We  have  had,  however, 
one  great  loss.  Two  years  ago  it  was  my  duty  to  an- 
nounce upon  this  occasion  the  resignation  of  Prof.  Nash, 
whom  I  see  is  present  today  in  the  gallery,  and  I  wish  to 
extend  to  him  the  greetings  of  all  Hobart  men,  and  am 
happy  to  see  that  we  have  not  lost  him  wholly.  I  have 
this  year  to  announce  the  resignation  of  that  old  and 
honored  alumnus,  Prof.  C.  D.  Vail,  who  has  been  associa- 
ted with  Hobart  College  over  a  period  of  forty  years,  and 
for  the  past  3  7  years  an  instructor  or  officer  of  this  institu- 
tion. His  love  for  the  college  is  known  by  all,  and  it  has 
been  said  by  many  that  when  he  dies  the  words  'Hobart 
College'  will  be  found  written  on  his  heart.  He  has 
shown  us  a  quality  of  constancy  and  not  of  fickleness. 
Known  more  commonly  as  "Charlie  Vail,"  as  he  lays 
down  his  official  duties  today  he  will  still  be  with  us  in 
Geneva  and  in  sight  of  the  college  that  he  loves  so  well, 
and  which  he  has  served  so  many  years. 

"Gentlemen,  there  is  one  topic  to  which  I  wish  especi- 
ally to  direct  your  attention  this  afternoon  for  a  few 
moments.  Five  and  one  half  years  ago  I  outlined  a 
program  before  the  trustees  that  I  intended  to  follow. 
I  think  that  I  am  now  able  to  say  that  every  item  on  that 
program  has  been  carried  out,  with  one  exception,  and 
that  one  is  the  endowment  fund.  The  trustees  have 
assured  me  of  their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  matter 
and  have  appointed  a  committee  whose  object  is  the  in- 
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crease  of  the  fund,  and  they  will  if  necessary  appoint  a 
special  agent  to  attend  to  the  matter.  The  endowment 
fund  that  we  need  is  $500,000,  and  not  one  cent  less. 
The  trustees  are  convinced  that  this  step  must  be  taken, 
and  in  giving  you  their  attitude  in  the  matter  I  expect 
that  it  will  be  accepted  by  the  alumni  of  this  college. 
Every  man  connected  with  the  institution  should  work. 
Nothing  but  an  enthusiastic  and  determined  effort  will 
raise  this  sum. 

"Gentlemen,  I  believe  the  time  will  come  in  this 
country  and  in  every  country  when  men  will  not  have  to 
rise  in  their  places  and  beg  for  money  for  a  purpose  like 
ours.  Men  ask  themselves,  'What  am  I  doing  as  a 
citizen  of  this  country  to  help  the  youth  of  the  nation?' 
'And  what,'  in  the  words  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  orator  of 
this  morning,  'am  I  doing  to  hitch  their  wagon  to  a  star?' 
It  is  for  this  purpose  gentlemen,  that  I  ask  for  an  endow- 
ment fund  of  $500,000.     Am  I  going  to  get  it?" 

The  other  speakers  were  Dr.  William  Otis  Waters  of 
Chicago,  Prof.  Edmund  C.  Sanford,  of  Clark  University, 
Dr.  C.  N.  Hewitt,  of  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  Prof.  Dickinson 
Sergeant  Miller  of  Columbia  University,  Henry  Pegram, 
'89,  of  New  York,  Rev.  Kingsley  Blodgett,  '99,  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Prof.  C.  D.  Vail,  and  Lawrence  P. 
Van  Slyke,  '09. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolutions  by  the  Faculty  on  the  Resignation 
of  Professor  Vail,  were  adopted  as  follows: 

The  Faculty  of  Hobart  College  learn  with  deep  regret 
of  the  retirement  of  Professor  Vail,  after  nearly  forty 
years  of  continuous  service.  As  Horace  White  professor 
for  seventeen  years  it  was  Dr.  Vail's  task  to  add  to  the 
old  chair  of  Rhetoric  and  Elocution  the  modern  study  of 
the  English  Language  and  Literature,  and  to  accomplish 
this  at  a  time  when  the  College  was  very  ill  equipped  in 
point  of  books  and  when  the  greatest  uncertainty  existed 
everywhere  as  to  methods  in  English  teaching.  Through- 
out this  period  he  served  also  as  Librarian  and  Registrar 
of  the  College.  During  the  last  twenty  years  of  his 
service  the  Library  has  been  his  chief  care,  and  it  has 
grown  in  that  time  from  a  modest  collection  to  a  hand- 
somely housed  and  well  arranged  modern  library  of  fifty 
thousand  volumes.  The  Faculty  desire  to  express  to 
their  colleague  their  appreciation  of  his  long  and  valuable 
service,  but  in  saying  this  formal  farewell,  which  they 
rejoice  to  know  is  not  to  be  an  actual  one,  to  the  retiring 
Librarian  they  realize  that  they  have  in  no  sense  spoken 
the  message  of  Hobart  College  to  Charles  Delamater 
Vail.  Professor  Vail  resigns  on  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  his  graduation.  For  half  a  century  he  has  been  a 
devoted  alumnus  of  the  College,  and  even  those  who 
have  but  recently  known  him  may  esteem  the  rare 
quality  of  his  enthusiasm  for  his  Alma  Mater.  He  leaves 
full  of  years  and  deservings,  the  service  of  a  college  which 
more  than  any  other  living  man,  perhaps,  he  may  justly 
call  his  own. 

Resolved  that  this  resolution  be  suitably  engrossed 
and  transmitted  to  Professor  Vail  by  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  and  that  it  be  published  in  the 
College  Bulletin  and  in  the  local  press. 
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